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BOURNE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1947. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Bourne  Urban  District  Council 

Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Report  for  1947. 

A.  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

Area,  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  10,103 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4-530 

(according  to  Registrar  General’s  figures  for  1946) 

(The  number  of  persons  over  21  on  the  Electoral 
Register  in  1947  was  3,459,  therefore  the  Registrar 
General’s  figures  would  appear  to  be  on  the  low  sidej 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  i>43fi 

Rateable  Value  ...  £27,402 

Sum  represented  by  a id.  rate  ...  £112 


Vital  Statistics  (not  corrected  by  the  Registrar  General). 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Births 

35 

33 

68 

(born  in  Bourne) 

Deaths 

18 

20 

00 

(not  including  non-resiident 

deaths  — 6 male  and 
female.  Total,  16) 


10 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

,,  ,,  Measles 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 


Nil 


Causes  of  Death. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
Heart  Disease 
Cancer 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 
Pneumonia 

Accidental  Death  

Nephritis  ...  

Other  Defined  Diseases 

B.  Health  Services  of  the  Area. 


Resident 

Non- 

Resident 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

— 

I 

4 

5 

3 

I 

I 

2 

7 

5 

I 

3 

I 

4 

— 

— 

5 

I 

3 

2 

— 

— 

I 

4 

— 

— 

The  personnel  of  the  Health  Ser\’ices  remain  the  same,  save 
that  the  District  has  been  without  a Sanitary  Inspector  for  a 
period. 


The  two  Town  Nursing  Sisters  render  invaluable  service. 
Owing  to  the  increasing  Maternity  work,  there  is  need  for  a third 
nurse  to  do  the  general  nursing.  .Home  helps  by  and  large  are 
non-existent. 

Admission  into  hospital  for  all  cases,  save  for  cases  of  infec- 
tious disease,  has  been  easier  than  in  1946. 

The  general  shortage  of  nurses  remains  acute. 

The  Ambulance  Seiwice  has  been  satisfactory.  Long  delays 
are  apt  to  occur  at  outside  hospitals,  whilst  waiting  for  cases. 

Mercifully,  only  one  case  of  Infantile  Paralysis  occurred. 


C,  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

A little  progress  has  been  made  in  abating  the  prevailing 
overcrowding,  but  the  erection  of  new  houses  proceeds  veiy  slow)}'-, 
only  6 Council  houses  being  completed  in  1947  and  6 private. 

The  sanitaiy  arrangements  at  the  Approved  School  remain 
unsatisfactory. 

Nine  pail  closets  or  middens  have  been  converted  to  W.C.s. 
One  case  of  bug  infestation  has  been  dealt  with.  The  Ministerial 
Inquiry  on  the  proposed  town  sewerage  scheme  only  granted  part 
of  the  town’s  e.s.=ential  needs. 


D.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

All  meat  is  inspected  at  the  Government  Slaughter  House,  in 
conjunction  with  the  South  Kesteven  R.D.C.,  whose  Inspector 
did  the  work  for  the  Urban  Council  during  the  absence  of  an 
Urban  SanitaiA^  Inspector. 

Total  meat  jointly  inspected  and  condemned  was:  20  tons, 
ig  cwts.,  I qr.,  II  lbs. 


E.  Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


Diphtlieria 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Ophthalmia 

JSIeonatorum 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Erysipelas 

Dysentery 

Scarlet  Fever 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Cerebro 

Spinal  Fever 

Under  i year 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I — 2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2—3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

- 

- 

I 

- 

- 

3—4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

3 

- 

- 

I 

- 

- 

4—5 

3 

- 

I 

- 

I 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5—10 

2 

- 

2 

- 

6 

13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10—15 

I 

- 

- 

15—20 

I 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20—35 

3 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

35—45 

2 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45— h5 

2 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and  over 

- 

TOTALS 

13 

- 

8 

- 

12 

34 

I 

- 

3 

I 

- 

Admitted 

into  Hospiial 

Q 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

I 

- 

Cancer  Deaths. 

M^me.  Colon. 

Fe.MjXLE.  Throat,  Mediastinum,  Colon,  Stomach. 


Diphtheria  Prophyllaxis. 

Total  number  immunized  0 — 5 during  1947 — 63. 
Scabies.  Five  cases  were  treated  during  the  year. 


Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1947:  — 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Non- 

Non- 

Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary.  Pulmonary. 

0—  I 

1 —  2 

M. 

F 

M.  F. 

M. 

F.  M.  F. 

2—5 

5—15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15—25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25—35 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35—45 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45—55 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55—65 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and 

over  I 

I 

- 

I 

- 

There  is  no  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  for  the  year  owing 
to  the  period  during  which  the  Council  were  without  an  Officer. 

Urgent  matters  were  dealt  with  by  the  invaluable  help  of 
Mr.  Lofthouse,  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  Mr.  Chivers, 
the  R.D.C.  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Building  licences  take  up  invaluable  time  and  it  will  be  a 
blessing  when  this  brake  can  be  taken  off  the  building  industry. 

I wish  to  thank  my  fellow  officers  for  their  unfailing  help. 

I am, 

Gentlemen,, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  A.  GALLETLY. 


